
Site Search

Search for:

Search

Search options

HOME ARCHIVES CONTACT US FORMS

  

  

  

  About Us

  
Beavercreek News-Current
Extra

  Centerville Bellbrook Times

  Englewood Independent

  Enon Messenger

  Huber Heights Courier

  Kettering Oakwood Times

    Obituaries

    Sports

    Classifieds

    Photo Gallery

    
Kettering-Oakwood Times
Delivery Subscription Form

  New Carlisle Sun

  WPAFB Skywrighter

  Skywrighter Archives - 2004

  Skywrighter Archives - 2005

  Springboro Sun

  Times Weekend

  Tipp City Herald

  Vandalia Drummer News

  West Milton Record

  Online Coupons

  Links Gallery

  Special Sections

  Community Calendar

  

  

Thursday  July 14, 2005

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Skate Plaza a hit!

Kettering, Ohio was the center of the skateboarding universe

Saturday afternoon as skaters, country-wide, flocked to the

opening of "The World's First Skate Plaza," the creation of

Kettering native and D.C. Shoe sponsored star, Rob Dyrdek. 

The new landmark immediately finds itself in the company of

famous skate spots such as, San Francisco's Embarcadero and

Philadelphia's Love Park.

A dozen or so of the world's best riders broke in the long

awaited park with a open professional demo and best-trick

competition that Dyrdek enthusiastically described to the

crowd of thousands as a unique breakthrough — "Video style

skating in the form of a contest."

Pro Chris Cole took home the $32,000 grand prize, landing

near impossible tricks off the twelve-stair drop, one of the

many impressive components of the park. The Kettering Skate

Plaza, which Dyrdek describes through his web site,

(www.dyrdek.com) as a "fantasy," has been in the works for

two-plus years and is unique in that it's a park designed to

duplicate a real street environment. Seconds after the award

ceremony and the announcement officially opening the park,

the gathered mass of skates flooded the plaza made up of

ledges, benches, stairs, rails and flat ground.

"There is no comparison. There's nothing like this anywhere in

the world," raved D.C. Shoes filmmaker Kirk Dianda who is

currently working on "Groundbreaking," a DVD based on the

making and opening of the park. "Rob designed it. (Other

parks) are built  in the best interest of the designers, continued

the Orange County native. "That's a bummer because nobody

likes the bowl themed parks except for small groups of

people."

Dyrdek, who teamed up with major sponsor D.C. Shoes to

build the plaza, crashed onto the world-wide scene in 1991,

placing fourth in the World Championships in Munster,

Germany. Dyrdek, born in 1974, began skating in the fall of

1986 after receiving an early Christmas present — his first

skateboard. Dyrdek is now a regular in every skateboard

magazine and a household name in skateboarding culture.

The City of Kettering approached the home-town boy to build

a skate park to fill the growing demand for a legal place to

skate in the city and Dyrdek delivered and produced a rare and

magnetic landmark. More information about the Rob Dyrdek-

D.C. Shoes Skate Plaza, including the new "The Plaza Shoe" 

— designed especially for the the park's inauguration, can be

found at www.skateplaza.com.

Cory McGullion (in white shirt) gets good air  during a jump Saturday.
The 13-year-old Kettering resident  joined skate boarders from around

the nation Saturday at  the grand opening of the Kettering Skate Plaza in
Indian Riffle Park.  The skate plaza was built with the assistance of pro

skater Rob Dyrdek,  also a Kettering native, who helped design this one-
of-a-kind venue. (Shawn Bauman photo)
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Reader Poll

Do you intend to attend the
U. S. Senior Open at NCR
Country Club?
Please select one:

Yes

No

I'm glad it's here but I'm
not going

Golf is a waste of time

Vote

View Results
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